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DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - DEATH OF CHILD DUE TO NEGLECT 

651. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development: 

I refer to the Child Death Review Committee. 

(1) What does the Department for Community Development understand to be the meaning of the world 
“neglect”? 

(2) One of the answers to question without notice 604 about infant deaths, asked on Wednesday, 
23 August, stated that the cause of death of an infant under one year of age was neglect.  Was this infant 
given a high priority risk level by the Department for Community Development? 

(3) How much involvement did DCD have with this family? 

(4) Does the department have a high risk priority category that flags a family known to DCD? 
Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 
On behalf of the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Community Development, I thank the 
member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Children and Community Services Act 2004 provides the legal definition of “neglect” at 
section 28(1).  It states -  

“neglect” includes failure by a child’s parents to provide, arrange, or allow the provision of - 

(a) adequate care for the child; or 

(b) effective medical, therapeutic or remedial treatment for the child. 

Operationally, the department’s current description of neglect states that neglect is when a child is not 
provided with adequate food or shelter, effective medical, therapeutic or remedial treatment and/or care, 
nurturance or supervision to a severe and/or persistent extent.  Neglect must be considered within the 
context of the social and economic environment in which the child lives and the availability of 
resources.  When the neglect of the child is endemic within a community, consideration should be given 
to a whole-of-community capacity-building approach that seeks to work with the community to address 
the underlying risk factors contributing to the neglect and to strengthen the community’s capacity to 
meet the holistic needs of the child or young person. 

(2)-(3) It is requested that these questions be put on notice to allow for time to respond.  Data needs to be 
examined. 

(4) If a family is assessed as being a high risk, an alert of this is raised in the electronic information system 
that is accessible to all departmental staff. 

 


